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“AVANT-
GARDE IS 
FRENCH FOR 
BULLSHIT.”
JOHN 
LYDON

The three bands here make pop music. 
Giddy, exhilarating pop music that echoes Godard’s film noir and John Lydon’s 
post-punk excursions into abstraction. Pop music in love with ideas, created with 
an unashamed seriousness and leavened with an undeniable bleakness, but pop
music none the less. Love them for their darkness if you must. 
But love them for the sugar rush too.
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Hearts of Noir THE PAINS OF 
BEING PURE AT 
HEART
The Pains Of Being Pure At Heart are an 
enigma. At face value they are purveyors of 
the kind of joyous indiepop thrash that inspired 
legions of pop kids to don cardigans and 
shuffle awkwardly around dance floors in the 
halcyon days of 1986, but there is also an 
undeniable, indefinable darkness present in 
much of their music that has more in common 
with Jean Luc Godard movies or Manchester 
post-punk than Talulah Gosh or The Pastels. 
In fact they bring to mind both the grand 
squall and skree of C86 giants My Bloody 
Valentine and The Wedding Present and the 
darker thrills of the Jesus And Mary Chain’s 
‘Psychocandy’, The Velvet Underground and 
(the criminally neglected) Black Tambourine. 
The band formed initially for a one-off gig for 
co-vocalist and keyboard player Peggy’s 
birthday at a warehouse party in Brooklyn, 
playing “five songs with four chords in about 
ten minutes.” Since then they’ve established 
themselves as central players in a coterie of 
fantastic indiepop/noise inspired Brooklyn 
bands based around achingly hip New York 
venues The Cake Shop and Death By Audio, 
and including like-minded souls Vivian Girls 
and The Crystal Stilts. 

Singer and guitarist Kip Berman puts it like 
this; “Our music is filled with feeling, both 
positive and dark. Massive love, nuclear heart-
break, feeling so alone in nowhere towns, 
romantic friendship, wasted summers, 
rebellion, nothing to do, doing it all the time. 
I guess we’re perpetual teenagers.”
If prolonged adolescence can sound this good, 
let’s hope that The Pains Of Being Pure At 
Heart never grow up.

The Pains Of Being Pure At Heart’s 
top five pop songs with a heart 
of darkness
1. My Teenage Stride 
    ‘Theme From Teenage Suicide’
2. My Favorite ‘Le Monster’
3. My Bloody Valentine ‘Drive It All Over Me’
4. My Life Story ‘Strumpet’
5. My Chemical Romance ‘Helena’

Hatcham Social’s approach to the creation 
of music is one of unflinching seriousness. 
Dedicated to ideas, literature, art and experi-
mentation, they have been responsible for 
some of the most intriguingly ‘other’ music 
to have been made by a nominally indie 
band of late.
 Much enamoured by the Postcard Records 
sound, they blend the angular stop-start 
rhythms of Josef K with the kind of glorious 
pop song writing of Edwyn Collins and Orange 
Juice, but twist and bend the formula into a 
sound that’s recognisably their own and more 
exciting than the tired clichés produced by 
the majority of their peers. “Our favourite piece 
of press so far was an NME review that 
praised The Wombats for being the opposite 
of the ‘pretentiousness peddled by the likes 
of Hatcham Social and their ilk down at The 
Old Blue Last,’” they laugh, “and we took 
that as a great compliment.”
 
Surrounded by the bucolic beauty of rural 
Wales, home-schooled brothers Tobias and 
Finnegan Kidd initially imagined the band into 
being, writing songs and rehearsing round the 
clock in their musician father’s home studio. 
A move to London and the recruitment of 

HATCHAM 
SOCIAL

Dave Javu on bass saw a stream of classic, 
literate singles recorded for tiny independent 
label Waks, proving that the band were just 
as capable of producing unabashed pop-
perfectionism as the cheerfully wilful experimen-
tation that their initial live shows suggested. 
With a European tour supporting The Charla-
tans behind them and the recordings for their 
debut album well underway, expect great 
things from this most contrary of bands.

Hatcham Social’s top five songs 
with a heart of darkness:
1. The Beach Boys ‘Don’t Go Near The Water’
2. Jesus And Mary Chain ‘Reverence’
3. The Cure ‘The Walk’
4. David Bowie ‘Be My Wife’
5. Josef K ‘Sorry For Laughing’


